Portland Polish Festival Celebrates 30 Years of Polish Culture
Portland, OR — The largest and longest-running Polish cultural festival in the Pacific Northwest is celebrating a major milestone. Welcoming more than 12,000 visitors each festival weekend, the 30th Portland Polish Festival returns Saturday, September 19, from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m., and Sunday, September 20, from 12 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the historic Polish Hall and surrounding festival grounds at 3832 N. Interstate Ave. in Portland. Admission is free.
For three decades, the Portland Polish Festival has celebrated Polish traditions, music, cuisine and community, welcoming generations of attendees from across the Pacific Northwest. This family-friendly celebration brings together thousands of visitors each year to experience the flavors and hospitality of Poland while preserving and sharing Polish heritage through authentic food, live music, folk dancing, cultural exhibits and artisan vendors.
The Portland Polish Festival traces its roots to community dinners hosted by Portland's Polish community. What began in 1994 as a modest celebration inside Portland's Polish Hall—with traditional food prepared by volunteers and performances by students from the local Polish School—has grown into the Pacific Northwest's largest Polish cultural festival.
Festival favorites returning this year include:
· Authentic Polish Food and Drink – Savor traditional favorites including pierogi, kielbasa, bigos, potato pancakes, paczki and other desserts, along with Polish beer.
· Live Music and Folk Dancing – Enjoy performances by Portland's own Sobotka and visiting Polish folk dance groups representing Seattle and other West Coast Polish communities.
· Artisan Market – Browse Polish pottery, amber jewelry, imported foods and Polish-inspired home goods, arts and crafts while exploring Poland's rich history and traditions.
· Pierogi Eating Contest – Back by popular demand, competitors race to eat the most pierogi in the shortest time.
· Polka Contests and Family Fun – Cheer on participants in the children's and adult polka contests while enjoying a welcoming atmosphere for visitors of all ages.
"For 30 years, the Portland Polish Festival has been connecting people through Polish culture," said Robert Fiszer, festival organizer. "Whether you're celebrating your Polish heritage or experiencing these traditions for the first time, we invite everyone to join us for a weekend of food, music, culture and community."
The event continues to be organized by volunteers from Portland's Polish community, whose dedication has helped the festival grow into one of the region's premier cultural celebrations.
Additional schedules and activities will be announced closer to the event. Admission is free, with food, beverages and marketplace purchases available throughout the weekend.
For updates, visit www.polishfestivalpdx.org or follow the Portland Polish Festival on Facebook and Instagram.
